
USING OUR SENSES TO EXPLORE THE RIVER BARROW IN ST. MULLINS 

BY 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD CLASS



Week 1: Our first 
visit from Orla Bates, 

a heritage expert
On the 14th November we met our Heritage in Schools 
expert Orla Bates. Orla explained that we will be using our 
senses to explore the wildlife species on our local River -
The River Barrow. Orla will guide us over the next 6 weeks 
to do this. 

During Orla’s visit we discussed and brainstormed the 
wildlife species that we may find near the River Barrow. 

Orla had lots of photographs of wildlife species such as king 
fishers, ducks, sparrow hocks, pheasants and swans. We 
engaged in a discussion about the different features they 
had. 

We then chose our favourite photograph and started to 
sketch the image by drawing from observation. 



Week 2:Tracing our 
drawings

Orla returned to our classroom on the 21st

November and we finalised our sketches. 

Once our individual sketches were finished 
we started to learn the process of 
printing. Firstly we traced our image using 
tracing paper. We did not need to trace all 
of the small detail only the main shape. 



Week 3: Creating relief 
printing blocks 

This week we learned how to create a 
relief printing block. We used carbon 
paper to transfer our drawing onto a piece 
styrofoam. Once our image was drawn onto 
the styrofoam we used pencils to carve 
the images into the styrofoam. 



Week 4: Creating a 
background 
This week we organised ourselves into three groups, 
each group worked collaboratively to create a 
background for our wildlife prints. 

Firstly we identified the different habitats that our 
species live in. We needed to ensure that we had catered 
for the different species we had used for our printing 
blocks. 

Following this we developed a plan for creating our 
background. We sectioned a big sheet into different 
areas such as the river, the river banks, the grassland 
and the sky. 



Week 5: Painting 
our background 
To commence our session we looked outside at 
the landscape and took note of the different 
tonal colours observed.

We discussed the importance of using 
different shades and tones of colours. Orla 
then demonstrated the process of mixing 
colours. She showed us how to mix different 
shades and how to tone the colours down.

We then arranged ourselves into our three 
groups. We worked collaborative to delegate 
painting tasks to our group members.  Each 
member in our group painted a different 
section of our background. 

Orla also showed us how to use paint scrapers. 
We used these on our painting while the paint 
was still wet, this helped us to create 
different markings on our picture such as 
waves in the river. 



Week 6: Printing and creating the 
final product

In our final session we printed our 
images onto our background. 

First of all we used scissors to cut 
around our drawings on the 
styrofoam. 

Following this Orla showed us the 
printing ink that we would be using. 
She showed us how to roll the ink 
onto our rollers and stampers. 

We then got into our groups and 
decided where each specie was going 
to go on our background. 

Once we had sufficient ink on our 
stampers we had to press them 
firmly onto our background to create 
our prints. 




