
How-to-guide
Collecting and using pollinator 

friendly wildfl ower seed

www.biodiversityireland.ie/pollinator-plan

How-to-guide 2

Online edition: ISSN 2009-6852
Print edition: ISSN 2009-6844

National Biodiversity Data Series No. 6.

All-Ireland 
Pollinator Plan 
2015-2020Im

plem
entation coordinated by the                               

National B

iodiv
er

si
ty

 D
at

a 
C

en
tr

e



2

Red tailed bumblebee on knapw
eed

Finding your population 
During the summer look out for the kinds of 

Assessing the readiness 
of the population 

Info Box: 
You will need to ask 

permission from the 

land owner before you 

collect seeds.

Knapweed 
seed that 

hasn’t developed 
properly due 

to lack of 
pollination  
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Info Box: Collect your seed on a warm sunny day!

Out collecting
Work out how much 
you need in advance

Don’t over collect 
from one population

Collect 
as much 
diversity as 
possible

How to store seed as 
you collect it

Healthy 
population 

of wild 
flowers  

Collecting 
bags
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The drying 
and cleaning 
process

How to dry seed

How to clean seed

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important – 

 

Sieves

Cleaned 
knapweed 

seed

Don’t Forget 
Just let Dandelions grow. 

They are a great source of 

pollen for bees. 
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Storing  
your seed

How to use 
your seed  
to provide 
wildflowers 
for bees

 

 

 

site www.trueharvestseeds.co.uk or follow 

us on Facebook.

Seed tray
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Where to Flowering Best time to 

collect seed

Notes

Centaurea 
nigra

Succisa 
pratensis

Knautia 
arvensis

trefoil 
Lotus 
corniculatus

Lathyrus 
pratensis

Vicia

Table of pollinator friendly wildflowers -  
collect seed locally and plant locally
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Where to Flowering Best time to 

collect seed

Notes

Prunella 
vulgaris

Stachys

Odontites 
vernus

End of 

Rhinanthus 
minor

Leucanthemum 
vulgare

Campanula 
rotundifolia dunes

Info Box: When you reduce mowing to 

naturally. Some of these may already be in your soil bank waiting for the chance to grow!
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